From: Area Referee Administrator
To: Area Director, Area Regional Commissioners
Subject: AYSO - Area Board Meeting: Implementing Referee Abuse Prevention Program (RAP)


I’ve been working on a system that our Area can use to implement the new Referee Abuse Prevention policies (RAP) adopted by US Soccer and the AYSO National Board. 

As you all know, the USSF/AYSO guidelines provide details about what constitutes “referee abuse” and what the suspensions should be for the various levels of violations. However, they did not provide guidance on the nuts-and-bolts of how the system should work (including, among other things, with respect to instructing referees, processing reports of violations, and determining penalties within the range of the proposed sanctions).

I’ve had many, many discussions and received lots of excellent suggestions and input. That includes meeting with all six Regional Referee Administrators and Scott Jarus (who has agreed to take on the position responsible for managing the program in our Area). I’ve attached a summary of the proposal so that all of you can review it before our meeting on Monday.

The proposal is designed to address the specific concerns that were expressed during our last meeting. In particular, to do our best to make sure that we are only imposing RAP penalties in response to serious misbehavior that rises to the level of actual “abuse” (as opposed to less serious forms of dissent) and that violations are addressed in a consistent manner across all six Regions. No system will be perfect, but I believe that we’ve come up with a very good proposal. I look forward to
speaking further about it on Monday.

I’ve just sent this document to the six RCs and our Area Director. If you all want me to circulate it more broadly to other Board members, let me know.

Thanks, everyone!

